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August 2010  

 

Saturday 

 September 4, 2010 
 

2nd Annual Acts Golf Outing 
 

Haven Golf Course   

Luncheon to follow 

 
Besides players, we are looking for Sponsors along with additional 

donations for prizes that will be awarded during the luncheon 

immediately following the tournament. 

  

There are several ways you can help: 

·  $ 50.00-Sponsor a Hole - A sign with your name or business at the 

hole. 

·  $ 200.00- Longest Drive and Closest to the Pin holes - A sign and 

your  

    name on the brochure. 

·   Donate a prize 

·   Come out and play 

·   Spread the word of our tournament to your friends and business 

associates 

 

Please contact: 

 Scott Melvin 

Tournament Coordinator 

Volunteer Youth Leader 

  

Email:  ssmelvin@cox.net   home:  648-6614    cell:  520-980-2192 

 

                    All proceeds from the Tournament 

                   to benefit ACTS Youth Group! 
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 MARKôS MUSINGS 
 

 Sometimes after I preach a sermon God gives me a new perspective on my message.  

This can be both fascinating and irritating at the same time!  The scripture that I had just 

preached on was Luke 10:25-37, the parable of the Good Samaritan.  Presenting the 

parable, my focus was on the three men who came across the wounded traveler.  The 

parable ends with this question from Jesus: ñWhich of these three, do you think, was a 

neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers (Luke 10:36)?ò. 

 Right before going home after church I was rushing (OK, running) down the schoolôs driveway 

towards Rancho Sahuarita Blvd. (the reason why I was doing this is another storyé) when my foot 

somehow caught on the asphalt (church shoes are not always the best running shoes!).  With my typical 

grace and good form, I went flying through the air!  My first thought was ñThis isnôt going to be too badò.  

As I hit the ground my second thought was ñNo, this is going to be bad!ò.    I donôt even need robbers (or 

anyone else!) to get beaten up!  I was bleeding from several different places, including my knees, palms, 

fingers, arm, and shoulder.  I clearly remember my head bouncing after it hit the ground, although we were 

mystified at first why there were no cuts or blood on it.  We came to the conclusion that my head bounced 

off of three fingers on my left hand, which were smashed in a way that didnôt happen to the fingers on my 

right hand.  This was to help me to receive high creativity scores for my fall! 

I went back to my truck and felt like I was going to pass out.  Most likely I looked half dead!  The Good 

Samaritan in my case was my wife.  Granted, I already knew her (Iôm sure that you would have figured that 

one out if I hadnôt told you!).  There continued, however, to be some similarities to the parable.  Nina 

strongly encouraged me to get into her car so that she could drive me home (being a typical man, I insisted 

that I could drive myself home).  In the parable the Good Samaritan poured wine and oil on the travelerôs 

wounds, and then bandaged them.  In my case, Nina poured on hydrogen peroxide and triple antibiotic 

ointment.  Some of my bandages were Disney ñCarsò Band-aids (Jesus probably didnôt think of that for the 

parable!). 

What hit me the most (in addition to the asphalt) was how it felt to be 

the traveler.  In just a few seconds I went from being a helper to 

needing help. I couldnôt believe that I had managed to get myself into 

this situation (even though I have had some past practice)!  I was 

extremely grateful to have someone caring for me at the moment that 

I needed it the most.  It was easy then to start reflecting on all of the 

Good Samaritans who have helped me over my life-time.   

The impact (OK, I need to think of another word!) that they have 

made on who I am as a person is tremendous.  The Good Samaritans 

among us have shaped our world far beyond any credit that is given to 

them.  Iôm willing to guess that each of us have been at the receiving 

end of a Good Samaritanôs care, and we also have the honor of being 

in situations where we get to be the Good Samaritan.  Being in the 

position of the traveler (yes, flat on my back!) has increased my 

desire to act on opportunities to be a Good Samaritan for others.  

Making the decision now to be a Good Samaritan prepares us to be 

ready to act when the moment comes to jump into action! 

                                     Rev. Mark    

 

AUGUST  SERMON 

SCHEDULE 
 

August 1, 2010 

S: Colossians 3:1-11 

T: ñLooking Upò 
 

August 8 

S: Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16 

T: ñFaithò 
 

August 15 

S: James 1:1-16 

T: ñòGaining Enduranceò 
 

August 22 

S: Jeremiah 1:4-10 

T: ñCalledò 
 

August 29 

S: Luke 14:1,7-14 

T: ñHumilityò 
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Trustees Report 

 

Since our last report, progress toward the new building has been almost 

breathtaking. 

 

After several weeks of submissions, comment and re-submissions, final 

building plans were delivered to the Town of Sahuarita on July 6. Today, 

July 16, we received the following: 

 

We have signed off on your elevations, and your Development Plan is now 

approved.  I will remove the óflagô from our system so that you can pull your 

building permits. 

  

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

  

With regards, 

  

Anna DiMambro, AICP 

Senior Planner 

Town of Sahuarita Planning & Zoning Dept. 

 

On July 6, 2010, Invitations to Bid were sent to 6 pre-selected contractors.  Bids will be opened on August 

3, 2010.  Shortly after that, the winning bid will be announced and the contractor then has 5 business days 

to begin construction. 

 

All the above progress accomplishes nothing without financing. To that end, we received a loan offer from 

the United Methodist Federal Credit Union for the requested $1.1 million.  The loan offer was approved for 

acceptance by the Trustees at their July 5 meeting.  The only major issue in the loan offer is a requirement 

for the Southwest Desert Conference to guarantee the loan.  The conference guarantee is being coordinated 

through the conference executives by Pastor Mark and the District Superintendent Mike Pearson. If that 

guarantee is agreed to by the conference, weôre in good shape.  If not, we will be back to ground zero on 

financing. An appraisal of the property is required to satisfy requirements of the credit union and the 

conference. We have authorized advanced initiation of that appraisal. 

 

There is also work in progress to acquire a Cross for the top of the building and, for a Cross and Flame 

emblem for the east wall of the building. The Cross will be 9ô by 41/2ô and the Cross and Flame will be 

111/2 feet tall. We are in the early stages of this acquisition and will keep you informed on the progress. 

 

While progress has been impressive over the last 2 months, all our prayers are needed to help ensure a 

successful completion of our new building. 

         Submitted by, 

         Jack Howard  
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I hope you and your family had a summer full of excitement, swimming pools, and 

many happy memories. Time to start packing backpacks, riding the big yellow bus, 

and paying attention to bedtime. We, too, are getting back into our routine in the 

children's ministry. For some of us, we have a new classroom, new teacher, and 

new friends, but the same wonderful Sunday School full of caring people and 

lasting friendships. 

  

Our new program designed for four to twelve year olds is by Lynne Modranski, 

Singer, Songwriter, Inspirational Speaker, Author & Desktop Publishing Designer. 

"Jesus Teach Me How To Pray," is 52 weeks exploring  three topics. It's purpose is 

to give children an entire year of a few of the standard teachings of the faith: The 

Lord's Prayer, The 10 Commandments and the 23rd Psalm with opportunities to 

help them understand salvation sprinkled in. I look forward to watching the 

children grow in faith and make a commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ.  

  

Many thanks go out to the men, women, and youth in our congregation that have signed up to help the 

children build relationships with Christ, and to help them understand more about our life guidebook, the 

bible. We still are looking for people to commit to one Sunday a month to assistant in the preschool or 

nursery areas.  

  

Please remember to keep the children's ministry in your prayers that our heavenly Father will keep guiding 

us through this new school year and will open our hearts and minds to His word.  

            In Christ, 

   Suzy Bell  

   Children's Ministry 

 
 

$ MONEY MATTERS $  
 

By the time you receive this newsletter you should have received your 

second quarter giving statement.  Please review it and contact Cheryl 

Chatterton or me if any of the information is incorrect. 

As Iôve said before, based on historical experience, we expected that income for the general operating fund 

during the summer would not keep up with expenses for the same period.  That has also proved to be true 

this year.  However, the good news is that because January through April income was higher than 

expenses, we had the necessary funds to cover the expenses  that were in excess of income in May and 

June.  Thank you for your continued financial support during the summer. 

Building fund income in May was $34,199 and we received $14,513 in June.  During the past two months 

several people have paid their entire 2010 pledge. That looks good to the potential lender! 

In faith, 

Wanda Butler  
Chair, Finance Committee 
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�Ï�� Pastor Mark praying over  

 Bulmer's van before they  

 left to move to Florida in May. 

 

 

Justin Cranford's baptism �Î  


